St. Peter’s CE Primary School
Art & Design Policy
Introduction
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of Design and Technology at St. Peter’s CE Primary School.
Purpose of Study
The policy is a working document for staff in school.  It describes the school’s fundamental understanding of the purpose of art education and the way art contributes to children’s learning.  Pupils acquire a broad range of subject knowledge across drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, textiles, and digital media, aimed at developing technical skills, critical thinking, and artistic appreciation. It focuses on fostering creativity and self-expression through both studio practice and art history.
Aims
At St. Peter’s CE Primary School, we believe that art is a vital part of the education of all children.  The children’s use and understanding of the visual language or art needs to be developed by effective teaching and by a considered sequence of experiences.
The school’s aim is to provide an art curriculum which will enable each child to reach their full potential in learning in art, through investigating and making, through research and the development of skills and through their evaluation of their own art and that made by others.
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that pupils:
· Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences
· Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques.
· Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design
· Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.
They will achieve this through developing an understanding of the use of the eight art elements as outlined in the National Curriculum: line and shape; colour and tone; pattern and texture; form and space.
Classroom Management
Materials, equipment and resources for art are organised and promote effective use by pupils.  They are clearly marked or labelled to allow actual or visual access to the children.
Staff demonstrate the ways in which specific materials, tools and processes are organised and pupils are expected to take an increasing level of responsibility for that organisation.
To ensure consistency and development of practice across the school, there are agreed procedures for common activities: the usage and mixing of powder painting, for example.  This contributes to the development of understanding and confidence in the use of such procedures by both staff and pupils.
Teaching and Learning
Teachers plan specific activities to provide development of the skills, knowledge and understanding of art.  These activities will take account of children’s previous experience in art.
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
Key Stage 1
Pupils should be taught:
· To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
· To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination
· To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, patter, texture, line, shape, form and space about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.


Key Stage 2
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.
Pupils should be taught:
· To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas
· To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials (for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay)
· About great artists, architects and designers in history
Strategies for Teaching
Teaching methods to achieve the aims and objectives of this document will vary according to the classroom situation and the work planned by individual teachers.  However, the following points will help to achieve common themes and quality outcomes:
· Progression and continuity should be sustained by regular consolidation of previously taught skills and knowledge.  The acquisition of new ones will then be a smoother process.
· Tasks should serve to reinforce collaborative work in group sizes that allow a challenging and appropriate division of labour.  
· All pupils should have equal opportunities to access the curriculum irrespective of culture, race or gender.  Provision should be made for pupils with SEN to be provided with appropriately challenging tasks to develop their art and design capability.
· Resources should be matched to the ability of the child.
· Pupils have access to a wide range of resources and materials, including computing technology such as apps on iPads and computer-based programmes.
Over the course of the academic year, art and design should be included in 3 of the 6 half terms (with design technology being covered in the alternate 3).  This ensures a balanced coverage of the curriculum as well as clear steps in progression.


Classroom Organisation
Time allocated may vary from week to week and term to term.  Teachers may prefer to structure their coverage in blocked or modular termly units of work, rather than in an allocated weekly timetabled ‘slot’.
In KS1, the majority of art and design resources are stored in the Art cupboard or behind the stage.
In KS2, art and design resources are stored in the Art cupboard.
Group sizes should be determined by teachers according to the nature of the activity.  A project may be broken down into a series of activities that may require different group sizes at different stages.  Whole class teaching could be used to introduce new topics/projects.
Classroom assistance may be sought from non-teaching staff within the school; studies/trainees, governors, parents or the FRIENDS association could also be used to facilitate art and design tasks in a supervisory capacity.  Subject specialists with particular expertise can also be invited into school to enhance a theme/objective.
Assessment, Record Keeping & Reporting
Pupils’ achievements can be assessed in a variety of ways.   These include direct observation, discussion and questioning of pupils as well as by evaluation of the finished product itself.
Teachers should collect evidence of individual, group or class work for assessment purposes, chosen from the following formats: Pupils’ annotated sketches/plans/drawings; photos/videos of pupils ‘at work’; specific assessment assignments to evaluate a particular capability; photos/videos of part or completely finished work (products); children’s own written/verbal evaluations of their tasks/activities; appraisal/evaluation of the finished article.
These types of records can be used to accumulate a snapshot of current art and design practice within the subject portfolio for the whole school.  Some evidence of attainment in art and design should be recorded.
An annual report of the child’s attainment and effort in art and design is included in the Parent’s Report issued in the summer term.
Displays of work will serve to reinforce and celebrate success in art and design activities.  Occasional expos/parent workshops/presentation evenings may be hosted to inform parents of the nature and variety of art and design work taking place.
Display and Presentation
The school recognises that care in the effective display and presentation of pupil’s work and of resource materials, and the efficient organisation and presentation of materials and equipment, has a positive effect on pupil’s learning and on their respect for the subject.
Health and Safety
All pupils will be taught to use materials, tools and techniques for practical work safely and in accordance with health and safety requirements.  All adults working with pupils in art will be made aware of the school’s Health and Safety.
The school may decide that it will make its own specific ruling on the use of certain tools or processes.
Particular care needs to be taken with the following:
The use of Mod-roc, (plaster impregnated bandage) to construct masks and sculptures may be used under adult supervision.  This material is used in thin layers.  It is advisable to protect the skin with Vaseline or barrier cream.
Craft Knives, Saws and other Sharp Tools
The school will make a risk assessment of the above tools and advise on the way they may be used to make art.  Pupils need to be shown how to use these tools safely to construct with card and wood to make sculptures.  This should be with adult supervision and in line with Birmingham LA recommendations.
FOR FURTHER ADVICE, STAFF SHOULD BE DIRECTED TOWARDS BIRMINGHAM LA HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY.
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthandsafety
AND THE SCHOOL’S HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY



