. English as an Additional Language

Schools in the UK have a statutory obligation under the Equality Act (2010) to promote equality of opportunity for pupils

whatever their race, religion or belief as well as other protected characteristics.
Introduction
At St Peter’s it is recognised that there are a number of pupils with English as an additional language.

This policy details our arrangements to recognise and meet the needs of pupils who are learning English as an additional
Langu.ag& That is, putp'tls who have a home Language other than EngLLsh and who are in the process of leammg 1o use EnglLsh

as an additional Language through immersion in the curriculum and the broader life of the school.
This may include:

° PupLLs newlg arrived from overseas.
° PupLLs new to the area tmnsferrmg school.
° PupLLs who have travelled Ewopean routes to this country.

° PupLLs who are British bLLLngual.
Our aims

The school is committed to ensuring that all our learners, including EAL learners, have their needs met and to raise pupil

achievement and aspirations.
We aim:
“To give all pupLLs the opportunity to overcome any barrier to leammg

“To welcome and, value the cultural, linguistic and educational experiences that pupils with EAL bring to the school
whenever possible.

~ To implement appropriate strategies to ensure that EAL pupils are supported in accessing the full curriculum

* To help EAL pupils to become confident and fluent in speaking and listening, reading and writing in
English, to be able to fulfil their potential.

“To encourage and enable parenta[ support in improving pupLL's language skills.
Context

A variety of first Languages, other than EngLLsh, are spoken bg students in our school, an[u.dmg Urdu, Mandarin and Tamil.
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e To promote equality of opportunity for all learners for whom English is an additional language.

o To deliver a broad, balanced curriculum which reflects the needs of pupils for whom English is an additional

language.

e To promote academic achievement by grouping EAL pupils according to cognitive level rather than English language

level.

e To promote and encourage the development of the pupil’s first languages to facilitate concept development in tandem

with their acquisition of English.

e To provide pupils with access to resources which are age appropriate, at an appropriate language level, and are

linguistically and culturally appropriate.

e o use keg visuals, and other strategies to support pupLLs' access to the curriculum. Across the whole school, WLdth

will be used for visual timetable, communication boards, diagrams, maps, charts, pictures)
e To actLvelg liaise with parents to help them to support their pupll's Leammg.

e To provide all staff with high-quality professional development to develop their knowledge and skills for teaching EAL

learners.
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There is a collective responsibility, held by all staff, to identify and remove barriers that stand in the way of EAL students’

achievement and inclusion.

Admissions Of ficer

To obtain, collate and distribute information on new pupils to relevant teachers. This includes:
“Language(s) spoken at home

“ From any previous setting, information on level of EngLLsh studied/used (when possLbLe).

Head Teacher

e To ensure that the school’s poLLch is developed. and effectlve[g me[emented.

e To ensure that all staff members are aware of the pochg for supporting pULles with Engltsh as an Additional

Language and understand their role in its implementation.

e To ensure that all staff members who need to know are aware of the pu.pLL's EAL needs.
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EAL Coordinator

The EAL coordinator’s role is to manage EAL ef fectively across the school, to develop the quality of provision for EAL pupils
and to contribute to raising the educational achievement of pupils with EAL by working collaboratively with teaching and
support staff.

To achieve the above, the EAL Lead will:

® Ensure that all EAL pupils are integrated into classes and have full access to the curriculum (provide communication
aids via Widgit in class and across school).

e Maintain a register of EAL pupils and ensure every EAL pupil has a completed EAL Toolkit

e Maintain an assessment data base of EAL pupils, showing abilities in Speaking, Listening and Understanding, Reading
and Writing

e Maintain an assessment data base of EAL pupils showing progress in the above areas (and flag areas of concern if
progress is not made)

o Keep up to date with new EAL resources, ideas and feedback to staff

® Be the point of contact for all members of staff regard'mg EAL provision

Teachers

All teachers are language teachers and there is a collective responsibility, held by all staff, to identify and remove barriers

that stand in the way of the leammg and success of EAL learners and to support their Language deveLopmmt.

The role of the class teacher is to develop consistent approaches to teaching and learning in literacy skills and to build

increased awareness of the existing Language knowledge and understandmg that puptls br'mg to lessons. This includes. . .

e use speaking and listening strategies to develop subject learning
. plom for teachmg and Leammg of subject—spectﬁc vocabularg
. d.eve[op active read‘mg strategies to increase pupLLs' abllltg to read for a purpose and engage with a variety of texts.

e  model writing For keyj text types such as fiction, non- fiction, instructions etc within their subject

Teaching and Learning

Teachers consider the needs of bilingual learners in their planning and teaching. In class, pupils are taught to learn using a
variety of strategies. PupL[s learn independently, as a whole class, in pairs, in groups and through collaborative activities. Pu.p'Ll
are encowaged to explore a range of leam'mg stgles - visual, austorg and kinaesthetic — and resources are prepamd to

reflect the needs of individuals across each class. pULpL[s are encowaged to share Languages with their peers.
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Teaching strategies to support EAL beginners

e Provide a classroom rich in oral experiences

o Use the EAL Toolkit Stats to combine EAL interventions across classes and year groups

o Enable pupils to draw on their existing knowledge of other language/s

e Encourage and use bilingual support from other students and staff

o Allow students time to practice new language

o Use visual support of all kinds, especially Widgit (visual timetable, communication boards, diagrams, maps, charts,
pictures)

. DeveLop card sorting, sequencing and match'mg activities

Special Educational Needs and students working at a high level of attainment

St Peter’s recognises that most EAL students needing support with their English language development do not have SEN needs.

However, should SEN needs be identified during assessment, EAL students will have equal access to appropriate provision in line

with the SEN pollcg

SLmLLarlg, St Peter’s recognises that there may be EAL students who are workmg at a thh level of attainment even thou.gh

theg may not be fuLLg Fluent in EngLLsh
EAL policy
hitps: // eaL.brLtlshcouncLl.org/ teachers/ school—pochLes

/et <choolin formation/policies/eal-policu/

http:// arkatwoodprimary.org/sites/default/ files/EAL%2Opolicy%2020I4--2015_0.pd
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